Name: _________________________________

Miss Bert/ Mrs. Bojsa
William Shakespeare Research Project

We will read A Midsummer Night’s Dream together shortly and in order to introduce you to William Shakespeare and this comedic play, we need to do some research.  Who is William Shakespeare and what was this time period like?  

Below is a list of the research topics that we have assigned to you:

1- The life of William Shakespeare

2- Queen Elizabeth- the Elizabethan Era

3- The Globe Theatre

4- The Black Death (The Plague)

5- Life in England in the 1500’s (hobbies, games, dress, gender roles…)

6- Magic/Folklore & Religion

So what are you going to do?

1- The Life of William Shakespeare: 

For this topic, you are expected to find out as much information as you can about William Shakespeare.  When was he born?  When did he die?  Who was his wife?  Did he have children?  Where did he live?  Discuss his literary career.  The more information you find, the better!

2- The Elizabethan Era:

Queen Elizabeth was one of the most powerful and well known monarchs of England.  Tell us about her- who was she?  Discuss her life and death.  In addition, tell us about her time as ruler in England.

3- The Globe Theatre:

What is the Globe Theatre?  Give us the history (when it was built, where it is located, etc.) of this well known theatre and its purpose.

4- The Plague:

The plague was a very powerful disease that rapidly spread throughout Europe and killed most of its population.  This topic is a little gory, but teach the class about this terrible disease.  When did the plague begin?  What were its side-effects?  How many people died?  And the list goes on!

5- Life in England in the 1500’s:

Make us feel like we are in England in the 1500’s!  Describe as much as you can about this era from their fashion to their daily activities.  What did people do for fun?  How were women treated?  How were men treated?  What technologies were around?  Again, the more you find, the better off you will be!

6- Magic/Folklore & Religion:

Magic is a huge part of A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  Find research on the role of magic during this time period.  In addition, religion was extremely important.  What was the prominent religion in England in the 1500’s?  What were their religious beliefs?  Explain.
Expectations:

· You will be expected to work with your group EQUALLY.  Meaning: everyone will be expected to participate.  
· Research your topic thoroughly – you are expected to teach the class about your topic.  In order to do research, we will have books in class.  It would be a good idea for you to do some outside research on the internet on your own.

· Do not forget to cite your sources*

· Each group will need to be responsible for a poster to illustrate their presentation.  Make it creative, colorful, and beautiful!  Please include words & images on your poster.  

· You will be given 5-8 minutes to present.

Rubric for Shakespeare Research Project

1. Effort:







________ 10

Each student is expected to participate

equally on this project.  Class participation

will be monitored daily.

2. Research:







_________ 30

These projects are meant to inform us about

your given topic.  Therefore, the research is

VERY important because if there is not enough,

you did not do your job! Any project without 

a works cited will automatically lose 10 points.

3. Visual (Poster):






________ 10

The visual was creative, colorful, pleasing to the eye,

informative, contained images, and enhanced the presentation.

